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FEFCRT OF THE CIVIL AERINAUTICS EOARD
on the
Investrgeticn of an Accident Involvang Axrcrafl

During a Loczl Pleasure Flight

An accardent shich cecurred approximately 14 riles southeast of
Engiish Tweld, Amarillo, Texas, aboul 10-20 a.m. on August 24, 1943,
resulted in fatal injuries to Pilot Lester 'i1lbur Clark, age 49. Clark
held 2 commercial pilot certificate »nth a single-engine lana, 0-80 h.p.
ratang. He had flom saproximately 237 solo hours, eround 37 of which
vere in the type of nlane invelved, The airerafi, a Culver Lri, NC
41648, cimed oy the .ucarillo Flying Club, -eg demclished,

Clark took off from Dnglish sield 2bout 9 20 a.r. -nd proceeded to
an area zpproxirately 18 miles east of bhe airvort. Acout cne hour later
some children in a farmyard atched Clark wave to them zs he Iler over an
adjoining field, ~na circled their here 2t ¢ verv lo- altitude,.” 48 e
turned again tovera the omen fiela tie linding gear ias lovered, nd
almost irmedrately the »lwne -mg seen to f»11 to the ground. Evidence
mdicated that the plane contocted tie ground in ¢ vartially inverted
positron, first vith the le’™ "mng, Jolloved hv the nose ana right wmng,

Exanination of the 7veckasr revealed no sign of failure of iny part
of the esircraft prior to th: -ccirasnt. The »anner in ~uwch the propeller
vas broken ancicated that very little po er rms being developed at the
time of impact. S atches =wre "cn' nd the throttle as closed., The
fuel supply 1as ample. ~eather conditions --ere sartable for contact flight
rad 1ere not 2 contributing foccoor to the zccident.  ‘Thether the prlot was
avbempting to 1land or ias sirulating ~ forced lancing could not be
detertained. Hoever, 1t apmears tr:t 'e st-lled the plome 1hile he vas
n nrocess of lovering and locking tha 1-nding gear. This operztion, which
18 manually performed Irom the cockpit, should not have been attempted at
& Llor altrtude, 2s 1t reouares %2 pilot's >ttention to an extent thot
ray cause hin to neglect his Tlyang romentarily.

This rcocident 1ras apparently due to 2 git=11 2t loir altitude from thach
recovery * as not effected.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Fred ., Toorks
Secrotiry




